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Repunched  Date  Half  Dime  Varieties  of  tlie  1860's 

by 

Kamal  M.  Ahwash 


I  don't  believe  I'll  ever  know  why  the  die  makers  at  Philadelphia  made 
all  those  repunched  and  overdated  half  dime  dies  during  the  early  1860's. 
Its  remote  enough  to  have  one  of  these  varieties  turn  up  in  any  one  year, 
but  to  have  two  or  more  in  a  single  year  is  certainly  odd  if  nothing  else. 
None  of  these  repunched  date  varieties  is  anything  like  common.  The 
first  of  these  odd  varieties  during  this  period  is  the  1860/1860.  I  don't 
think  that  I've  seen  or  even  heard  of  more  than  a  dozen  of  this  repunched 
date  variety  in  ANY  grade.  Let's  go  a  step  further  and  say  that  there  are 
approximately  20  specimens  known.  This  is  not  what  I  would  call  com- 
mon. It  can  be  reasoned  that  for  this  particular  die  the  date  was  quite 
worn  and  they  needed  a  few  more  pieces  to  finish  up  their  run  of  799,000 
pieces  ordered  by  the  treasurer.  So,  rather  than  order  another  set  of  dies 
just  to  strike  a  few  more  pieces,  they  could  and  did  repunch  the  date  into 
a  worn  die  and  ran  off  the  half  dimes  needed.  This  is  only  one  of  several 
possibilities  for  the  repunching  of  dies  at  the  mint.  I'm  always  happy  to 
hear  from  anyone  on  their  opinion  in  these  matters.  Don't  forget  that  the 
dies  of  this  year  represented  a  new  design  now  in  use.  Perhaps  they  didn't 
hold  up  too  well  or  they  didn't  make  enough  dies  from  working  hubs. 

Now  let's  jump  ahead  to  1861.  This  was  really  a  banner  year  for  half 
dimes  with  a  total  mintage  of  3,361,000  pieces.  Only  in  1853, 1854,  1856, 
1857  and  1858  were  more  half  dimes  struck  than  in  1861.  So,  one  may 
ask,  "Why  did  they  make  overdates?"  Here  again,  we  can  answer  quickly. 
They  ran  out  of  dies  with  the  large  mintage  in  1861  and  having  a  few  left 
over  from  1860,  decided  to  use  them.  How  many  overdate  dies  did  they 
make?  We'll  never  know  but  we  do  have  a  very  good  idea  of  how  many 
were  actually  used.  And  this  is  where  the  fun  begins.  One  would  think 
that  ONE  repunched  date  variety  would  be  enough  for  a  single  year.  But 
in  1861  there  are  three  of  these  varieties.  We  must  keep  in  mind  that  at 
the  mint  they  were  interested  only  in  making  coins  and  not  concerned 
with  how  rare  individual  varieties  might  be.  The  first  two  of  these  are 
overdated  1861/1860  and  I  consider  both  quite  scarce.  The  other  one  is  a 
1861/0/1.  It  was  struck  as  the  others  but  then  the  final  1  was  struck  again 
over  another  1.  I  consider  this  variety  rare  in  any  grade.  But  the  variety 
must  be  well  struck  In  order  to  show  the  repunching  clear  enough  to 
make  out. 

The  1862/1862  is  the  final  variety  I'll  show  for  this  article.  I've  seen 
more  of  these  than  the  other  varieties  in  this  article  but  I  still  think  it  is 
quite  scarce. 
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I  have  placed  arrows  on  the  photos  where  I  thought  it  might  be  diffi- 
cult to  see  the  repunched  digits.  I  hope  I  didn't  overlook  anything.  I  have 
found  repunched  dates  in  every  decade  in  the  half  dime  series.  I  don't 
know  whether  I  have  found  all  of  the  dates  with  repunched  date  varieties 
but  I  am  sure  I  don't  have  all  the  varieties.  So,  any  help  you  can  provide 
will  be  greatly  appreciated,  especially  with  higher  grade  coins  that  can  be 
easily  photographed.  If  you  have  any  questions,  just  address  them  to 
Kam's  Korner.  Without  your  questions  there  would  be  no  Kam's  Korner  . 
Remember,  there  is  no  such  thing  as  a  dumb  question. 

1860/1860  low  date  slopes  up  to  the  right.  The  entire  date  is  repunched. 
The  1  was  first  punched  too  low  and  the  0  first  punched  too  high.  The  86 
appears  to  be  connected.  The  left  baseof  the  1  falls  in  the  space  between 
two  denticles.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  center  of  the  6.  On  the  reverse 
the  left  ribbon  end  appears  to  touch  the  wreath.  The  right  ribbon  end  is 
clear.  Probably  four  or  five  pairs  of  working  dies  known  for  this  date.  This 
obverse  die  is  unlisted  in  Valentine.  This  die  was  written  up  however  in 
Numisma  Vol.  4  No.  3  (5/57):  279  as  a  recut  1  &  0.  This  variety  is  also  pro- 
bably Neil's  recut  1  variety  (#3,  1927  list;  lot  1667,  Neil  Sale,  1947).  I  con- 
sider this  variety  to  be  quite  scarce  in  any  grade. 


1861/0/1  Centered  date.  The  second  1  in  the  date  clearly  shows  repunch- 
ing  at  the  base.  The  0  shows  from  the  left  base  of  the  second  1  up  to  the 
outer  right  part  of  the  6  up  to  the  flag  of  the  1.  There  is  a  spur  on  the  out- 
er lower  left  loop  of  the  8  which  is  part  of  the  repunched  digit.  The  18 
touch  as  do  61.  The  pendant  falls  between  the  6  &  1.  The  left  base  of  the 
digit  1  falls  just  left  of  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  denticles  are  nicely 
spaced.  On  the  reverse,  both  ribbon  ends  touch  the  wreath.  This  variety  is 
not  listed  in  Valentine.  I  consider  the  variety  rare.  Full  obverse  pictured 
on  cover. 


1872  DOUBLED  OBVERSE 
HALF  DIME 
Original  Toned  VG-8 

as  pictured  on  page  100  of  the  Collective  Volume 
of  the  Gobrecht  Journal 

Will  Trade  for  Best  Offer  in  Seated  Half  Dollars 

Write  First 
BILL  BUGERT 
5522  Winford  Court    •    Fairfax,  Virginia  22032 
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1861/1860  Centered  date.  The  entire  date  is  struck  over  another  (1861/ 
1860).  The  old  date  shows  to  the  left  on  each  digit.  The  pendant  falls  over 
the  far  right  tip  of  the  6.  The  left  base  of  the  1  falls  to  the  right  of 
center  of  a  denticle.  The  top  serifs  of  U  in  UNITED  are  joined.  61  closer 
than  other  digits.  186  well  separated  as  are  the  denticles.  On  the  reverse 
both  ribbon  ends  are  close  to  wreath  but  only  the  left  ribbon  end  touches 
the  wreath.  This  variety  not  listed  by  Valentine  or  Neil.  I  consider  it  rare  in 
Unc.  and  probably  very  scarce  in  any  grade. 


1861/1860  Low  date.  The  entire  date  is  repunched  to  the  left  over  an  1860. 
Repunching  shows  more  prominently  on  the  8  and  second  1.  186  well 
separated.  6  appears  to  be  open.  The  pendant  falls  over  the  far  right  of 
the  6.  The  left  base  of  the  first  1  falls  between  denticles.  Denticles  are 
slightly  separated.  On  the  reverse  the  ribbon  end  touches  the  wreath.  The 
right  ribbon  end  is  free. 
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1861/1860  Low  Date 


1862/1862  The  date  slopes  slightly  up  to  the  right.  The  digits  have  been 
repunched  down  and  slightly  to  the  right.  Repunching  clearly  shows  at 
the  base  of  the  1.  The  pendant  falls  to  the  right  of  the  center  of  the  6.  The 
left  base  of  the  1  falls  over  the  center  of  a  denticle.  The  denticles  are 
slightly  separated.  On  the  reverse  the  left  ribbon  end  touches  the  wreath. 
The  right  ribbon  end  is  distant  from  the  wreath.  I  consider  this  variety 
scarce  in  all  grades. 
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PHIL-CO 

P.O.  Box  9586 

O'Fallon,  Missouri  63366 

Tel.  314-S7&-578S 


Satisfaction  Compietely  Guaranteed 
ANA  Grading 

Add  Postage  on  Orders  Under  $100 
Missouri  Residents  Add  Sales  Tax 


Jerry  Phillips   LSCC  #475 


HALF  DIMES 


18380     Good  +  $67 

1840-0     V-4VG  10 

1845       1845/1845  XF+  130 

1849/8     Good+  24 

1850       Good  +  5 

18520     VG  43 

1853-  0     No  Arrows  Fine  150 

1860-0     VG  4 

1864-S    VF  80 

1871-S     f  +  IXF+   55 

1873       VF-XF  20 

DIMES 

1840  0     Small  oVG  $15 

1840  0     Medium  0  Fine  +  19 

1842  0     Small  oVF  40 

1843-0     VFXF  160 

1848       A-1  VG-F  15 

1848       VF-h   38 

1 848  Toned  &  Polished  XF  46 

1849  0     Large  0  Good  +  14 

1849-0     Large  0  Fine  21 

1849  0     Small  o  VF-XF  110 

18500     XF  105 

1854-  0     VF  22 

1864-S     VG-<-  25 

1873       No  Arrows  Open  3  VF  75 

1875-  S     Under  Wreath  XF -»-   25 

1876-  CC  A-4  Struck  from  Rusted 

DiesVFH-   12 

1890-  S    VF  30 

1891-  0  A-4  Recut  Date,  Recut 

mintmark  XF  +  33 

QUARTERS 

1840-0     No  Drapery  VG-F  $16 

1843  0     VF  Cleaned  &  Retoned  70 

1848  VG  50 

1849  VG  40 


QUARTERS 

1852       VG  $67 

18520     VG  300 

1855-  0     Fine   72 

1856-  S     VG  44 

1858-S     Recut  S  VG-F  57 

1869-S     NiceXF/AU  325 

1870       VG-F  70 

1872       Fine  30 

1872       FVF  45 

1872       VF-h   60 

1872       XF  85 

1873-S     VF-XF  75 

1877  S  S/Horizontal  S  Nice  XF-i- ..300 

1878-CC  Fine  47 

1888-S     Fine  19 

HALF  DOLLARS 

1840       Reverse  of  1838  VG  $140 

1840  Rev.  of  1838  Sharp  Rev. 

VF-l-   315 

1839       With  Drapery  XF  75 

1841  VG  30 

1841        VF  88 

1845  VF  110 

1845-0     Double  Date  Abt.  Fine  75 

1846  Over  Horizontal  6  VG-F....  115 

1848       VG  26 

1854-0     Doubled  Obv.  Good  +  17 

1860  Type  II  Rev.  XF  129 

1861  VF-XF  43 

1862-S     XF  70 

1865       Sharp  AU  165 

1867       Good-h  17 

1867       XF  105 

1869       Good-*-  11 

1871-CC  G/VG  110 

1876-CC  VF  29 

1891        G-VG  27 
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Reflections  On  The  1853-0  No  Arrows  Half  Dollar 

by 

Roy  D.  Ash 


Never  let  it  be  stated  that  the  Liberty  Seated  Series  doesn't  have  its 
share  of  numismatic  rarities. Many  are  unique  or  nearly  so.  The  1870-S 
half  dime;  the  1873-CC  no  arrows  dime;  the  1866  no  motto  quarter  dollar, 
half  dollar  and  dollar;  the  1873-CC  no  arrows  quarter  dollar;  and  the 
1853-0  no  arrows  half  dollar  to  name  the  principal  rarities.  There  are  many 
others  where  the  census  will  list  fewer  than  a  dozen  specimens  extant. 
The  1876-CC  twenty  cent  piece;  the  1842  small  date  quarter;  the  1873 
open  3  half  dollar;  the  1870-S  dollar  all  quickly  come  to  mind.  For  the  ma- 
jor variety  collector  there  are  literally  dozens  of  examples  throughout  the 
Liberty  Seated  series  where  the  census  count  would  reflect  R-8  or  R-7.  In 
every  series  (with  the  possible  exception  of  the  20  cent  pieces  and  the 
dollar)  there  are  several  instances  where  no  mint  state  specimens  are 
known  to  exist.  If  you  want  a  life  long  challenge  try  to  assemble  complete 
AU  sets  of  half  dimes,  dimes,  and  quarters,  provided  of  course  you  also 
have  unlimited  capital.  Not  only  will  you  not  be  able  to  find  several  of  the 
rarieties  in  high  grades,  you  may  have  to  wait  years  for  the  dissolution  of 
someone  else's  collection  to  fill  even  one  of  your  voids,  and  then  feel 
lucky  to  obtain  a  fine  plus. 

Our  Liberty  Seated  series  are  not  only  some  of  the  toughest  but  also 
the  most  underrated  and  least  appreciated.  To  present  a  excellent  exam- 
ple I  give  you  the  prohibitively  rare  1853-0  no  arrows  half  dollar.  Three 
examples  are  known  to  exist.  .  .the  Randall-Garrett  specimen,  the  Men- 
jou-Eliasberg  specimen,  and  the  Dupont  specimen.  Have  you  ever  seen 
so  many  prominent  numismatic  names  associated  with  so  few  coins? 

g 


The  pedigrees  of  these  three  coins  rival  even  the  Stickney-ldler  dollars  of 
1804  or  the  Brown-Greene  nickels  of  1913;  and  are  rarer  than  either.  Yet 
even  as  romantic  as  one  might  assume  these  coins  to  be,  the  attention 
they  have  received  relegates  them  to  the  orphan  class. 

The  finest  of  the  three,  a  modest  VF-20,  has  only  changed  hands  twice 
after  serving  its  time  in  circulation.  It  was  sold  in  the  1885  J.  Colvin  Ran- 
dall sale  to  T.  Harrison  Garrett  where  it  remained  until  the  Johns  Hopkins- 
Garrett  sale  of  1979.  See  what  I  mean  when  I  say  you  might  wait  a  life- 
time —  or  at  least  94  years  —  for  one  of  these  Liberty  Seated  rarities  to 
resurface. 

The  second  finest  known  is  the  Eliasberg  specimen,  a  F-12,  purchased 
in  1950  from  the  Menjou  sale.  This  coin  is  currently  impounded  in  the 
Eliasberg  Collection  and  may  never  reappear  on  the  auction  block  during 
our  lifetimes.  It  should  be  considered  as  unobtainable  at  this  time. 

The  last  and  lowest  grade  of  the  3  specimens  is  the  Dupont  coin,  a  G-6, 
and  also  the  most  traveled  of  the  three. Since  being  auctioned  in  the  1950 
Dupont  sale  it  has  appeared  on  the  auction  scene  four  times,  being  in- 
cluded in  the  Cass,  R.E.  Cox,  and  E.  Yale  Clarke  Collections  at  various 
times.  Truly  a  coin  with  an  historic  pedigree. 


The  1853-0  no  arrows  half  dollar  is  also  a  coin  shrouded  in  some  mys- 
tery. For  years  it  was  uncertain  just  how  many  specimens  were  in 
existence.  Until  1920  the  H.O.  Granberg  specimen  was  listed  as  the  only 
known  example.  The  Garrett  Collection  having  been  removed  from  public 
scrutiny  since  the  late  1880's,  the  Randall  specimen  was  "lost"  for  all 
practical  purposes.  As  late  as  1976  Taxay  listed  only  the  Eliasberg  and 
the  Dupont  specimens  as  verified  examples  and  the  Garrett  specimen  as 
only  rumored. 

The  previously  mentioned  Granberg  specimen  was  sold  prior  to  1920 
and  did  not  reappear  until  1950  in  either  the  Menjou  or  the  Dupont  sale. 
Again  a  considerable  wait  for  anyone  wanting  to  complete  their  half  dol- 
lar collection.  I  hope  to  clear  up  the  question  as  to  which  collection  (the 
Menjou  or  Dupont)  was  the  respository  of  the  Granberg  coin  in  a  later  ar- 
ticle for  the  Gobrecht  Journal. 
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It  is  inconceivable  to  me  that  a  coin  with  such  an  illustrious  and  color- 
ful past;  the  rarest  silver  issue  from  the  historic  New  Orleans  mint;  a  coin 
rarer  than  the  Brasher  Doubloon,  the  1838-0  half  dollar,  and  the  1894-S 
dime  can  be  sold  at  public  auction  and  receive  little  or  no  attention  — 
and  be  sold  for  a  fraction  of  the  value  of  less  rare  coins.  After  all,  the 
chance  to  obtain  a  coin  not  even  represented  in  the  national  collection  in 
the  Smithsonian  Museum  seldom  occurs  once  in  a  collector's  lifetime. 

Included  in  this  narrative  are  photos  of  the  Dupont  specimen  of  the 
1853-0  no  arrows  half  dollar.  These  are  presented  and  recorded  here  as  a 
matter  of  historical  documentation  for  the  numismatic  fraternity.  I  hope 
to  do  the  same  for  the  Garrett  and  Eliasberg  specimens  and  include  a 
copy  of  the  Granberg  plate  at  a  later  date.  One  never  knows  when  such  a 
rare  coin  will  be  purchased  and  removed  from  visibility  for  generations. 


Reeding  On  1853-0  No  Arrows  Half 


HALF  DIMES 


1844-0     Large  0  VF-XF  $700 

DIMES 

1875-S    Below  Wreath  XF  $20 

1875-S    In  Wreath  XF  150 

1877-CC  MS-60  Nice  Toning  150 

TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 

1875  VF  $135 

1875-CC  VG  45 

1875-CC  FA/F  105 

1876  FA^FNice  135 


HALF  DOLLARS 


1874-S     AG  $18 

1874-S    VG-F  Weak  Liberty  35 


DOLLARS 

1 841       AN  ACS  VF-20/30  $275 

1847       VF  220 

1849       ANACS  F-12/12  3mm  staple 

scratch  on  obverse  200 

1867       XF  500 

1 870       ANACS  VF-20/20  210 


Money  Orders  preferred.  15  Day  Return  Privileges. 

EDWARD  ACKE    •  Box  2394  •  Universal  City,  Texas  78148 
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A  Fake  1866  No  Motto  Half  Dollar  Examined 


Shown  on  the  opposite  page  is  a  picture  of  what  appears  to  be  an  1866 
Philadelphia  No  Motto  half  dollar.  As  such  this  coin  would  be  exceeding- 
ly rare  as  only  one  specimen  of  this  variety  is  known  to  exist.  Club  menn- 
ber  Gene  Allen  sent  the  coin  in  for  study  but  unfortunately  the  piece 
turned  out  to  be  an  altered  fake  and  therefore  worthless  to  the  collector 
except  as  a  curiosity.  I  will  attempt  to  give  the  information  that  led  to  this 
conclusion  after  a  study  of  the  die  characteristics  of  this  coin  has  been 
made. 

The  coin  itself  is  a  genuine  mint  issue  made  of  90%  silver  and  weigh- 
ing 176  grains,  a  weight  similar  to  other  specimens  in  this  condition.  The 
obverse  is  heavily  worn  but  shows  no  evidence  of  tampering.  The  reverse 
however  is  a  different  story  with  tooling  marks  throughout  the  entire  sur- 
face of  the  coin  that  raise  many  questions  about  the  piece.  In  particular, 
the  field  area  over  the  eagle  from  the  N  in  UNITED  all  the  way  around  to 
the  M  in  AMERICA  is  very  mushy  with  numerous  scrapes  and  scratches. 
The  bases  of  many  of  the  letters  in  the  legend  are  buffed  away  and  the 
area  around  the  top  of  the  eagle's  head  shows  irregular  breaks  and 
scratches.  Below  the  eagle  there  are  numerous  scratches  over  the  letters 
LF  in  the  word  HALF  and  many  spurious  marks  through  the  shield  and 
wings.  These  observations  would  have  to  make  one  very  suspicious  that 
the  coin  had  been  altered  but  the  information  itself  does  not  present  con- 
clusive evidence  of  alteration.  Nevertheless  it  is  my  opinion  that  the 
pictured  coin  left  the  mint  as  an  1866-S  "With  Motto"  half  dollar  and  that 
the  mintmark  and  motto  were  removed  with  the  intent  to  create  an  ex- 
ample of  a  very  rare  mint  issue.  Evidence  to  support  this  conclusion  is 
presented  below. 

During  the  Civil  War  era  coins  struck  at  the  Philadelphia  mint  have 
a  narrower  gauge  reeding  than  those  pieces  struck  at  the  San 
Francisco  mint.  Furthermore  the  grooves  around  the  edge  are  more  deep- 
ly impressed  on  the  Philadelphia  specimens.  The  reeding  on  the  suspect 
coin  is  barely  visible  and  difficult  to  even  compare  with  other  coins.  This 
characteristic  is  consistent  with  other  average  circulated  specimens 
from  the  San  Francisco  mint.  A  Philadelphia  specimen  would  have 
stronger  reeding  in  a  similar  condition. 

The  motto  was  added  to  the  reverse  of  the  half  dollar  design  in  1866 
but  a  whole  new  hub  was  created  from  which  reverse  dies  were  made 
beginning  in  this  year.  Thus  while  the  addition  of  the  motto  is  the  obvious 
change  in  the  design,  other  features  exist  that  can  identify  the  two  re- 
verses without  resorting  to  the  key  feature.  The  old  hub  without  motto 
used  to  strike  Philadelphia  halves  from  1860  to  1865  possesses  a  defect 
that  appears  on  the  dies  of  this  period.  All  dies  of  this  era  have  a  circular 
die  defect  along  the  outside  edge  of  the  feathers  just  below  the  area 
where  the  wing  joins  the  left  leg  of  the  eagle.  This  defect  is  clearly  visible 
on  high  grade  pieces  and  still  evident  on  average  circulated  specimens. 
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Fake  1866  No  Motto  Half  Dollar 


The  suspect  piece  does  not  have  the  defect  indicating  that  it  was  not 
struck  from  a  No  Motto  reverse.  There  are  also  other  key  distinguishing 
features  of  the  new  with  motto  reverse.  The  upper  talon  of  the  left  claw 
extends  up  closer  to  the  branch  on  the  no  motto  reverse.  The  upper  talon 
of  the  right  claw  extends  up  closer  to  the  feathers  on  the  no  motto  re- 
verse. The  new  with  motto  reverse  has  a  strong  tail  feather  just  behind 
the  feathers  on  the  upper  arrow  shaft  that  is  not  part  of  the  earlier  de- 
sign. The  No  Motto  reverse  has  a  feather  from  the  right  leg  extending 
down  to  the  right  of  the  eagle's  claw  that  is  not  part  of  the  new  design. 
The  suspect  piece  fails  all  of  these  tests.  It  is  therefore  my  opinion  that 
the  suspect  coin  was  originally  an  1866-S  with  motto  specimen  which  has 
had  the  mintmark  and  motto  removed.  It  would  be  much  easier  to  remove 
a  mintmark  from  an  1866-S  No  Motto  half  but  these  pieces  are  difficult 
to  locate  themselves.  The  toning  on  the  specimen  indicates  that  the 
alterations  were  made  many  years  ago  and  it  is  unlikely  that  the  person 
who  did  the  job  had  much  of  an  opportunity  to  look  for  such  a  variety 
when  coin  shows  were  infrequent  and  the  interest  in  Seated  coinage  very 
limited. 

The  information  in  this  article  was  developed  through  correspondence 
with  Randy  Wiley  who  has  an  extensive  reference  collection  of  half  dol- 
lars with  many  interesting  and  unusual  die  varieties.  We  tried  to  match 
up  the  obverse  of  this  piece  with  that  of  other  specimens  of  1866-S  With 
Motto  half  dollars  but  were  unsuccessful.  The  suspect  coin  has  a  date 
further  left  than  on  all  1866-S  pieces  in  our  collections.  In  particular  the 
suspect  piece  has  the  first  6  in  the  date  almost  centered  under  the 
drapery  fold.  All  1866-S  specimens  that  we  have  for  comparison  have  the 
drapery  fold  over  the  first  6  and  the  space  to  the  left.  The  suspect  piece 
also  has  a  die  crack  that  runs  from  the  rock,  through  the  lower  edge  of 
the  ribbon  to  the  left  of  the  shield,  through  the  rock  and  out  into  the  field 
and  to  the  denticles  at  8  o'clock.  Can  anyone  match  this  obverse  die  with 
that  of  an  1866-S  with  motto  half  dollar? 

The  two  pictures  of  the  altered  1866  No  Motto  half  were  taken  by  Tom 
Mulvaney  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Corp.  in  Englewood,  Ohio. 

The  Editor 
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High  Quality  Rare  Coins 
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.  -  L.S.C.C  - 


M  C  C 
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Dearborn.  Mich  48121 
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AFFORDABLE 
Liberty  Seated  Bargains  from  BilL  .  . 

HALF  DIMES  DIMES 


QUARTERS 


1837  Fine-15  Reverse  edge  ding.  $27  1875-CC 

1840  With  Drapery  AG  G,  was  in  1875-CC 

fire  6  1875-CC 

1841-  0     Strong  G-VG  7  1875-S 

1 842-  0  VF-25/30  Very  Siight  scr  . . . .  39  1 878-CC 

1844-  0  Large  0,  About  VG,  1879 

light  scr  45  1889 

18510     VF-XF-35  25  1889-S 

1852-  0     XF-40  Few  tiny  digs  39  1891-0 

1853-  0     With  Arrows  F-VF1 5  8 

1853-0  With  Arrows  F-15,  die  break 

from  date  thru  slcirt  11 

1855-  0     VG-8  10 

1858-0     VF-30  15 

1869-S    G-VG  5 

DIMES 

1838-0     F-15  obvious  rim  nicit  $45  1843-0 

1840-0  Large  0  VF-XF  35  rough  1847-0 

planchet  27 

1840-0     Large  OGood-4  5  1848 

1840-0     Small  o  VG-8  6  1855-0 

1840-0     Medium  o  VG-10  Rare  39  1855-S 

1844       VF-30  Some  porosity  35  1856-0 

1 845-  0    VF-25  Small  scratch  39  1 858-0 

1847       Var.  2  VF-20,  rim  ding  22  1859 

1849  0     Small  o  G  AG  4  1859-0 

1849-  0     Large  0  VG-8  8  1860-0 

1849  0     Large  OF-12  17  1861 

1850-  0  Medium  OVF20/F1 5  Rare...  39  1864 

1851-  0  XF-40  Few  contact  marks. . .  39  1865 
1853-0     With  Arrows  VF-30  +  22  1867-S 

1856-  S  F-12  +  Few  light  nicks 

Rare  69  1868 

1858-S  VF-30  Rough  planchet  1873 

Rare  95  1873 

1861-S    AG-3  6  1873-S 

1866-S    AG-G  9  1875-CC 

1868-  S    VG-10  light  digs  15  1876-S 

1869       VF-20  27  1 878-CC 

1869-  S    F12A^G8  18  1881 

1873-  S     F-12  Few  light  nicks  22  1888-S 

1 874-  S    VG-8  Reverse  porosity  11  1 891  -S 


Under  Wreath  VG-F10  -f  ...  $11 
Under  Wreath  F-VF15/20. ...  18 

Under  Wreath  VF-XF35  22 

Under  Wreath  F-15  6 

Good-6/4  22 

AG/Fair  28 

XF-40  18 

Micro  s  F-12+  18 

VF-30  +  14 


Large  0  only  AG-3  scarce . .  $49 
Perfect  Reverse  Discovery 

Coin.  VF-XF35   250 

VF-25  Not  common  85 

VF-25  Original  tone,  tough.  115 

VF-20  85 

Choice  XF-AU  45  -^  99 

VFXF35/40   65 

VFXF35  29 

VF-30  +  59 

XF-40  69 

Ch.  XF-AU45  +  Lustrous. ...  75 

Nice  XF-40  tiny  scratch  95 

VF-25  Nice  tone  95 

VF-XF35  Somewhat 

granular  159 

VF30  +  tiny  rim  ding  225 

Closed  3  F12/VF20  granular.  95 
With  Arrows  VF-20  toned  ...  45 

Good-4  10 

VG-F10  65 

VF-XF35-J-  19 

VF  XF35  +  nice  tone  55 

VF-25  once  cleaned  159 

Ch.  XF-AU45  -f  nice  toning  .  75 
VF-30  27 


Grading  conforms  to  ANA  standards.  14-day  Return  Privilege  for  any  reason. 
I'm  not  happy  until  you  are  -  Bill 

Checks  must  clear  unless  known  by  me,  otherwise  Instant  Service. 

BILL  G.  CARPENTER  RARE  COINS 

P.O.  Box  U-17B1    •    Mobile,  Alabama  3BBBQ 
Phone  [205]  B^3-2B31         LSCC  #"70 


15 


Numismatic  Survey:  Haif  Dimes 

by 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III 

The  objective  of  this  survey  is  to  determine  the  relative  scarcity  of  the 
different  dates  in  the  Liberty  Seated  half  dime  series  in  uncirculated  con- 
dition. Approximately  200  different  public  auction  catalogues  issued 
since  1972  were  examined  and  the  appearance  of  each  Liberty  Seated 
half  dime  in  mint  state  was  carefully  noted.  Coins  described  as  cleaned, 
polished,  virtually  MS-60,  almost  MS-60  and  as  uncirculated  with  rubbing 
were  excluded  from  consideration;  coins  described,  however,  as  being 
dipped  or  having  handling  marks  were  included.  This  methodology 
seemed  to  me  to  be  the  most  reasonable  approach  in  dealing  with  the 
vexing  problem  posed  by  imperfect  coins. 

Half  Dimes  - 
Frequency  Offered  in  Uncirculat;ed  Condition 
200  Auction  Catalogues  Since  1972 


Date  and 
Variety 

1837  .. 
1838-0. 

1838  .. 

1839  .. 


Number  of 
Pieces  Offered 

 122 

 1 

 86 

 47 


Date  and 
Variety 


Number  of 
Pieces  Offered 


1839-  0  8 

1840   63 

1840-  0  9 

1841   28 

1841-  0  4 

1842   40 

1842-  0   ■ 

1843   35 

1844   36 

1844-0  1 

1845   49 

1846  1 

1847   40 

1848   30 

1848-  0   18 

1849   48 

1849-  0  2 

1850   53 

1850-  0   12 

1851   25 

1851-  0  17 

1852   31 

1852-  0  8 

1853  No  Arrows  27 

1853-  0  No  Arrows  2 


1853  Arrows  137 

1853-  0  Arrows  17 

1854   76 

1854-  0  6 

1855   41 

1855-  0   17 

1856   57 

1856-  0   14 

1857   82 

1857-  0  27 

1858    115 

1858-  0  27 

1859   51 

1859-  0  24 

1860   83 

1860-  0  54 

1861   57 

1862    105 

1863   44 

1863-  S  18 

1864   23 

1864-  S  11 

1865   23 

1865-  S  9 

1866    14 

1866-  S  20 

1867   34 

1867-  S  14 
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Date  and  Number  of 

Variety  Pieces  Offered 

1868    15 

1868-  S  38 

1869   29 

1869-  S  23 

1870   35 

1871   67 


I  would  like  to  thank  Mr.  Russell 
Galleries  for  generously  allowing 
logues  in  NERCG's  library. 


Date  and  Number  of 

Variety  Pieces  Offered 

1871-  S  41 

1872   53 

1872-  S  Below  Bow  94 

1872-  S  Above  Bow  67 

1873   29 

1873-  S  51 


Vaughn  of  New  England  Rare  Coin 
me  to  survey  several  auction  cata- 


Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars 


1843         AU-55,  Razor  Sharp  Strike,  P/L  $220 

1846  AU-55,  Tall  Date,  P/L  240 

1846-0      AU-55,  Medium  Date,  P/L  240 

1847  AU-55,  Tougher  Date,  P/L  180 

1850-0      AU-55,  Partial  Drapery,  Light  Golden  Peripheral  Toning  180 

1853-  0      AG/VG  Doubled  Obverse  and  Doubled  Reverse  22 

1854  0      AU-55,  Flavi/less  Fields  260 

1854-  0      XF-40,  Doubled  Date  and  Obverse,  Scarce,  One  Dig  on  each  side  80 

1855-  0       AU-55,  Partial  Doubled  Date  and  Obverse  280 

1856-  S      G4/G6,  Large  S,  Variety  as  Tough  almost  as  1855-S  32 

1858  AU-55,  Type  I,  P/L  180 

1858-  S      AU-55,  Type  I,  Large  8,  P/L  360 

1859  AU-50,  Type  II,  P/L,  Light  Golden  Peripheral  Toning  180 

1859-  0       MS-60,  Type  I,  Softly  Struck  Head,  Small  Dig  on  Right  Arm  460 

1860-  0       AU-50,  Type  II  140 

1862        AU-55,  Type  II,  Scarce  Date  Above  VF,  P/L  460 

1862-S      AU-55,  Type  I,  Medium  S  180 

1870-S      AU-55,  No  Drapery,  Small  s.  Some  Hairlines  220 

1872-CC    AG/G,  Problem  Free,  Just  Wear  30 

1873  AU-55,  No  Arrows,  Closed  3,  Light  Golden  Peripheral  Toning,  P/L  420 

1874  G/VG,  Problem  Free  20 

1874  AU-55,  Softly  Struck  Head,  Light  Golden  Peripheral  Toning,  P/L  460 

1875  AU-55,  P/L  140 

1876  AU-55,  P/L  140 

1876-  S      AU-50,  Smalls  140 

1877-  S      AU-55,  Small  s,  P/L  140 

1883        AU-55,  Scarce  Business  Strike,  Flawless  Fields,  P/L  580 

1891         AU-50/50,  ANACS  Papers,  we  believe  the  reverse  is  AU-55   320 


•ANA  Grading       •  30  Day  Return  Privilege 

MAVERICK  COIN  CO.       LSCC  #662 
P.O.  Box  8184A 
Orlando,  Florida  32856 
Tele.  [305]  896-0460 

Specializing  in  US  1 9th  Century  silver.  If  you  have  a  want  list  or  Seated  material 
to  sell,  just  let  us  know. 

Pete  Blake,  V.P. 


17 


An  1853-0  Arrows  Quarter  with 
Circular  Die  Defects 


An  1853-0  Arrows  quarter  was  recently  sent  in  by  Jerry  Phillips  showing 
evidence  of  circular  die  defects  throughout  the  obverse  design.  This 
piece  is  significant  in  that  it  reveals  evidence  of  mint  practices  in  the 
preparation  of  the  dies  during  the  middle  of  the  last  century.  The  speci- 
men under  study  would  grade  XF  overall  but  the  heavy  die  damage  seems 
to  weaken  the  letters  in  LIBERTY  that  appear  in  the  ribbon  on  the  shield. 
The  circular  die  defects  show  clearly  in  the  lower  points  of  the  shield 
below  the  ribbon.  The  marks  are  also  visible  through  the  lower  folds  of 
the  drapery  in  the  gown  and  in  the  area  below  the  right  elbow  near  the 
staff.  The  marks  seem  to  form  circles  around  a  point  on  the  left  leg  just 
below  where  the  staff  runs  behind  the  seated  figure.  This  point  is  in  the 
exact  geometric  center  of  the  coin  and  would  indicate  that  the  die  was 
mounted  and  then  polished  on  some  kind  of  rotating  machine.  The  circu- 
lar defects  do  not  appear  on  the  highest  points  of  the  die  which  would 
be  the  fields  of  the  coin.  This  would  indicate  that  an  attempt  was  made 
to  remove  the  damage  by  polishing  the  fields  down  to  remove  the  circular 
marks  that  appeared  on  them.  This  opinion  would  seem  to  be  supported 
by  the  fact  that  the  circular  defects  can  be  seen  running  through  the  den- 
ticles along  the  outside  rims  of  the  coin.  A  few  minor  segments  of  the 
circular  defects  can  be  seen  inside  the  digits  853  in  the  date  and  extend- 
ing out  a  short  way  from  a  few  of  the  stars.  Does  anyone  know  what  type 
of  equipment  was  used  in  the  preparation  of  the  dies  or  what  type  of 
process  could  have  caused  the  obverse  die  damage? 


Circular  Die  Defects  on  1853-0  Quarter 
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This  piece  also  shows  halo  doubling  around  all  four  digits  in  the  date, 
the  arrows  on  both  sides  of  the  date  and  around  most  of  the  stars  on  the 
obverse.  There  is  also  halo  doubling  around  most  of  the  lettering  on  the 
reverse  and  around  the  outside  tips  of  the  rays.  There  are  two  strong 
clash  marks  on  the  reverse.  One  runs  from  the  left  leg  to  the  left  wing 
through  the  rays  over  the  leaves.  The  other  can  be  seen  in  the  field  be- 
tween the  right  leg  and  the  right  wing  of  the  eagle.  The  New  Orleans 
mintmark  is  located  over  the  space  between  the  letters  R  and  D  and  is 
high  into  the  crotch  between  the  feather  and  the  stem,  actually  touching 
both  devices.  There  is  a  segment  in  the  center  of  the  mintmark  which 
appears  to  be  the  remains  of  a  ray  supporting  the  belief  that  the  mint- 
mark  was  cut  over  the  rays  in  the  field.  The  three  pictures  of  the  1853-0 
quarter  were  taken  by  Don  Slouffman  at  Paramount  Rare  Coin  Corp.  in 
Englewood,  Ohio.  The  Editor 
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MicKael  Vezzetti 
Coin  Company 


HALF  DIMES 

1851-0    XF  Couple  lite  scratches  . .  $55 


1853       Arrows  VF/XF  22 

1856       VF  18 

1857-  0     VF  30 

1858-  0     XF  45 

1859       XF/AU  rim  ding  100 

1861  XF/AU  35 

1862  F  8 

1862       XF/AU  35 

1863-S    F/VF  35 

1867-S    XF  110 

1870  Ch.  AU  very  nice  type  coin . .  70 

1872       XF  25 


DIMES 

1839  No  Drapery  VF  $17 

1840  No  Drapery  XF  50 

18420     VF  35 

1847       Var.  IIVFDark  40 

18490     VF  40 

1851       VF  12 

1856       Small  date  XF  30 

1854       Arrows  XF  45 

1859-0     VF  30 

1870  XF/AU  40 

1871  XF  18 

1872  VF  8 

1875  XF  18 

1875-CC  In  Wreath  XF  45 

1875-CC  Below  Wreath  XF/AU  65 

1875-  S    In  Wreath  XF  100 

1876  VF  8 

1876-  CC  XF/AU  40 

1877-  CC  XF  25 

1878       VF  16 

1883       Ch.  AU  75 

1888-S    XF  18 

1889  XF  20 

1890  XF/AU  22 

1890-S     VF/XF  35 

1890-S     XF  45 

1891  XF  20 

1891        AU  50 


TWENTY  CENT  PIECES 


1875-S    XF  $170 

QUARTERS 

1838  No  Drapery  VF  $50 

1839  No  Drapery  VF  50 

1840-0     No  Drapery  FA^F  25 

1840  Drapery  XF  175 

1840  Drapery  XF  Nice  luster  210 

1841  Rev.  rim  nick,  scarce  date 
VF/XF  160 

18410     VF  60 

1842  Large  Date  Fine  150 

1842-0     Large  date  Fine  25 

1842-0     Large  date  VF/XF  75 

1842-0     Large  date  XF  110 

1843  VG/F  7 

1843  0     Underrated  date  VF  70 

1844-0     VF/XF  38 

1846       Cleaned  VF/XF  25 

1846  Ch.  AU  Very  attractive  140 

1847  VF/XF  40 

1847-0    Weak  strike,  extended  line 

reverse,  scarce  date  VF  90 

1847-0     Extended  line  reverse 

VF/XF  140 

1848  VF/XF  165 

1849  VF  60 

1850  Fine,  scratches  in  date  40 

/l850-0     VF  60 

1852       VF  75 

1852  0     Rare  date,  G/VG  225 

1853  Arrows  &  Rays,  Fine  12 

1855       Arrows  AU  200 

1855-  0     VF  90 

1856-  0     VG  18 

1858-0     Cleaned  Fine  22 

1862-S     XF  275 

1871-S    Extremely  rare  date,  very 

rarely  offered  anywhere. 

XF  875 

1873       Open  3,  No  Arrows  VF/XF. . .  80 

1876  AU  Prooflike  115 

1877  CC  MS-63   425 

1878-CC  XF  95 

1877-S     AU  78 


1891-S    Pin  scratch  on  obverse  AU. .  85 
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HALVES 


1 840  AU  50/55  Very  nice  $1 50 

1844  Borderiine  Unc  350 

18440  XF  50 

1847-0  XF  50 

1852-0  XF  scarce  date  300 

1 853  Arrows  &  Rays  VF/XF  115 

1855  Arrows  VF/XF  60 

1855-0  Arrows  VG  12 

18560  AU  110 

1857  IVIuiti  color  toning  XF/AU  ...  85 

1858-0  XFdarit  45 

1860  XF  scarce  date  125 

1861  XF  50 

1861  Choice  AU  150 

1863-S  Mottled  toning  Borderline 

Unc  250 

1865-S  XF/AU  gouge  in  lower  obv  . .  35 

1867  XF/AU  scarce  date  110 

1868  Imparled  Proof  XF  250 

1872-CC  XF  310 

1876-  S  XF  38 

1877-  S  MS-63   800 

1879  VF  rare  date  320 

1882  VF  260 


DOLLARS 

1846       Borderline  Unc.  without 

slight  rub  on  knee  coin  would 
grade  MS-63.  Very 


pleasing  $775 

1848  Scarce  date  XF  625 

1849  XF/AU  450 

1850-0     F/VF  360 

1859  S    Rare  date  &  underrated 

XF/AU  950 

1859-0     Slightly  cleaned  VF/XF  ....  165 

1864  XF/AU  575 

1865  XF/AU  540 

1867       MS-60/63   1250 

1872       MS-63   1350 


TRADE  DOLLARS 

1874       VF  $75 

1877-CC  VF  110 

1877-S    AU  210 


CONDITIONS 

1.  Graded  by  ANA  standards. 

2.  Full  14  day  return  privilege. 

3.  Orders  over  $200.  postpaid. 

4.  IVIoney  orders  get  immediate  delivery,  chiecks  must  clear. 

5.  Illinois  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 

6.  Call  collect  to  reserve  orders. 


We  attend  most  major  coin  shows.  Send  us  your  want  list.  We  can  find  the 
coins  you  need. 

Member  ANA,  LSCC,  ILLNA,  MSNS 


MicKael  Vezzetti  Coin  Company 
Box  64 
1  eru,  Illinois  61354 


Telephone  (815)  224-3133  after  6:30  p.m. 
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What  Are  Your  Liberty  Seated  Halves  Worth? 

by 

Jeff  Schneider 


If  you  are  like  most  collectors,  you  can't  wait  until  the  next  value  guide 
comes  to  your  door;  i.e.  "Graysheet",  "Coin  World",  "Coin  Prices"  or 
"Redbook"  so  you  can  see  how  much  the  coins  you  own  have  increased 
in  value.  The  buyers,  however,  have  been  celebrating  the  last  year  or  two 
instead  of  the  sellers.  Auction  prices  have  made  a  shambles  out  of  the 
values  listed  in  books  for  a  lot  of  coins.  Smart  auction  goers  have  made 
"steals"  of  choice  material  at  bargain  prices. 

Seated  coins  on  the  other  hand  have  not  suffered  the  economic  hard 
times  as  some  other  coins.  Their  values,  though,  haven't  been  uniform 
among  publications  and  dealers.  Determining  the  value  of  some  pieces 
has  been  difficult  at  best.  If  you  have  examined  advertisements  and 
guidebooks  for  the  value  of  certain  Liberty  Seated  coins,  you  have  found 
some  wide  variances  in  values  for  them,  thus  leaving  you  in  a  state  of 
confusion. 

Most  dealers  use  the  "Coin  Dealer"  newsletter  (graysheet)  in  their 
everyday  business  of  buying  and  selling  coins.  The  "Graysheet",  how- 
ever, does  not  list  Liberty  Seated  coin  values  by  date.  Where  do  you  go 
from  here? "Redbook"?  "Coin  World"?  Krause  Publications?  You  proba- 
bly will  examine  all  of  these  and  others  before  running  off  to  the  local 
coin  dealer  or  coin  show  to  buy  or  sell. 

A  schedule  sorting  out  the  different  values  of  a  particular  coin  includ- 
ing dealer  advertisements  and  auction  records  should  be  made.  Let  us 
look  at  two  coins  in  the  half  dollar  series,  50  years  apart,  for  illustration  — 
the  1841  and  the  1891  halves  in  XF-40  condition.  These  coins  have  been 
regarded  in  the  "Gobrecht  Journal"  as  well  as  other  publications  as  two 
of  the  most  underrated  of  Seated  halves. 

The  1841  half  in  XF  condition  is  valued  as  follows: 

"Redbook":     1981,  1982,  1983  edition  —  $90.00 

"Coin  World":  Fall,  1980  —  $95.00 

Fall,  1981  and  1982  —  $185.00 

"Krause":        November,  1980  —  $225.00 

November,  1981  and  1982  —  $275.00 

A  few  have  been  advertised  in  the  "Gobrecht  Journal"  the  past  couple 
of  years  ranging  from  $125.00  in  VF-20  to  $285.00  in  XF-45. 
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The  1891  half  was  the  last  Liberty  Seated  half  to  be  issued.  It  is  also 
valued  in  XF-40  condition  as  follows: 


Redbook":     1980,  1981,  1982  and  1983  editions  —  $65.00 


Coin  World":  Fall,  1980  —  $60.00 
Fall,  1981  —  $90.00 
Fall,  1982  —  $85.00 


"Krause":        November,  1980  and  1981  —  $115.00 
November,  1982  —  $200.00 

I  have  seen  two  1891  coins  advertised  in  the  last  year  in  XF-40  condi- 
tion by  national  dealers.  One  was  $130.00;  the  other  was  $210.00.  Another 
national  dealer  just  recently  offered  an  1891  half  in  MS-65  condition  for 
$1950.00.  These  two  coins  have  been  underrated  simply  because  there 
are  so  few  available  in  XF-40  condition.  Previous  "Gobrecht  Journal" 
surveys  have  shown  this.  The  few  I  have  seen  offered  have  been  priced 
well  above  "Redbook"  values. 

In  summary,  the  Liberty  Seated  collector  has  two  problems  to  solve 
when  looking  to  add  a  nice  looking  scarce  coin  to  his/her  collection  — 
analyzing  the  value  of  the  coin  in  a  certain  condition,  and  then  finding  it. 

Maybe  a  quarterly  report  compiled  by  LSCC  experts  using  collector/ 
dealer  price  surveys  and  availability  could  ease  the  first  problem.  By 
publishing  a  quarterly  report  on  the  Liberty  Seated  coin  market,  collectors 
and  dealers  could  become  better  educated  when  it  comes  to  buying  and 
selling  any  Liberty  Seated  coin.  This  series  covers  half  dimes  through 
dollars  for  more  than  50  years  of  issuance  at  four  mints.  A  separate 
guide  on  Liberty  Seated  coins  would  give  collectors  and  dealers  a  dif- 
ferent perspective  on  this  vast  and  beautiful  series.  Even  though  it  is  hard 
work  putting  together  a  nice  collection  of  these  coins,  it  still  is  a  lot  of 
fun. 


JOHN  GRIFFIN 

P.O.  Box  26019 

Denver,  Colorado  80226 

Tel.  (303)  986-0767 
Postpaid.  30  day  return. 


DIMES 


HALVES 


1843-0  F-12  

1885-S  F15/VG10 


$95 
145 


1853  XF-40 
1878-CCGood. 


$165 
.125 


QUARTERS 


1853/4  VF  Old  dip,  late  dies 

1879  XF  

1891-0    VG-10  with  7  letters 


$200 
.295 


DOLLARS 


of  LIBERTY 


135 


1845 


XF-40  Dipped 


$375 
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An  1867  Dollar  With  Recut  Date 

by 

John  W.  McCloskey 


Shown  below  is  a  drawing  of  the  date  area  of  an  1867  dollar  with  a  recut 
date.  This  variety  is  not  well  known  and  I  have  seen  only  one  example  of 
it  in  recent  years.  Earlier  date  punches  can  be  seen  over  the  first  three 
digits  of  the  date  as  indicated  by  the  drawing.  In  particular,  traces  of  an 
earlier  punch  can  be  seen  over  the  right  side  of  the  upright  of  the  1.  An 
earlier  8  punch  is  visible  over  the  left  side  of  the  upper  loop  of  the  8.  The 
earlier  6  punch  can  be  seen  over  the  left  and  right  upper  edges  of  the  6  in 
the  date.  There  is  no  evidence  of  an  earlier  punch  on  the  last  digit  but 
other  strikes  may  indeed  show  something  that  is  not  visible  on  the  ob- 
served coin. 

The  1867  dollar  is  very  rare  and  underrated  in  all  circulated  grades  and 
is  possibly  the  rarest  of  the  Philadelphia  With  Motto  dates.  I  have  not  ex- 
amined enough  pieces  dated  1867  to  even  estimate  the  relative  rarity  of 
the  Recut  Date  variety  for  this  year  but  it  is  certainly  an  interesting  and 
yet  to  be  studied  variety  in  the  dollar  series.  I  would  expect  that  in- 
creased activity  in  the  dollar  series  will  lead  to  the  study  and  discovery  of 
new  varieties  that  have  remained  hidden  for  over  100  years. 


The  Drawing  Of  The  Date  Area  Of  The  1867 
Dollar  Was  Made  By  Montfort  A.  Johnsen. 


1867  DOLLAR  WITH  RECUT  DATE 


Montfort  A.  Johnsen 
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SEATED  HALF  DIMES 

from 

MISAMIR  CDMPANY 

Listed  below  is  an  excellent  group  of  Seated  Half  Dimes  that  are 
properly  graded  and  reasonably  priced.  I  grade  all  the  coins  myself  and 
I  assure  you  the  coin  you  receive  will  be  as  described.  You  will  have  no 
surprises  except  pleasant  ones. 

— Dick  McFadden 


1838-0     XF-45  +  dark  toning,  no  problems,  nice  strike  $750 

1840       With  drapery  AU-50  +  well  struck  $520 

1842-0     VF-35  nice  example  of  this  hard  to  find  coin  $250 

1844-0     VF-35  difficult  to  find  above  G-VG,  this  is  a  full  VF  and 

very  attractive  $600 

1845/ 

1845    XF-45  +  the  so  called  overdate  ■  actually  a  repunched 

date  $110 

1849-0     VF-35  a  nice  problem  free  coin  $330 

1 853-0     No  Arrows  F-1 2  even  wear  $210 

1858       Over  Inverted  date  •  dark  toning,  choice  sharp  AU-55  $325 

1868       Underrated  -  Mintage  under  90,000  nice  XF  +  $225 


Company  Policy:  Full  30  day  return,  all  coins  guaranteed  genuine, 
personal  checks  must  clear,  bank  checks  have  coins  sent  same  day, 
Mass.  residents  add  5%  sales  tax. 


MISAMIR  CDMPANY 

P.O.  BOX  1BB 
AUBURN,  MA  01501 
[TEL.  617-754-3337] 

Member  A.N.A.,  L.S.C.C.,  W.C.N. S. 
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Vettel  Wins  Best  Article  Award  For  1982 


Don  Vettel  won  the  certificate  for  the  best  article  to  appear  in  the  jour- 
nal covering  the  three  issues  #22  to  #24  with  his  contribution  "Liberty 
Seated  Dollars  -  Rarity  and  Price  Analysis".  The  certificate  was  awarded 
as  a  result  of  a  vote  by  club  mennbers  who  expressed  their  preferences 
during  the  election  held  in  July  1982.  A  total  of  70  ballots  were  received 
from  club  members  who  were  asked  to  vote  for  no  more  than  two  articles 
which  they  liked  best  during  the  past  year.  It  was  decided  to  allow  indivi- 
duals to  vote  for  two  articles  because  the  large  number  of  choices  would 
likely  spread  the  votes  out  among  a  number  of  articles.  There  were  112 
votes  cast  from  the  70  ballots.  A  complete  listing  of  the  results  is  given 
below. 

Rank  Article  ■  Author 

Votes 


1.  Liberty  Seated  Dollars  -  Rarity  and  Price  Analysis  40 

by  Donald  Vettel 

2.  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollars,  Frequency  of  Listing  by  Condition  18 

by  William  Bugert 

3.  The  Four  Reverses  of  the  Carson  City  Seated  Dollars  16 

by  John  Kroon 

4.  The  Unappreciated  Seated  Quarters  11 

by  Bill  Carpenter 

5.  Unlisted  Seated  Dime  Varieties  6 

by  Tony  Frederickson 

6.  A  Late  Die  State  1840  Half  with  Reverse  of  1838  5 


by  David  Lange 

7.  Seated  Half  Dollar  Drapery  Die  States  5 

by  William  Bugert 

8.  The  1888-S  Quarter   3 

by  Bill  Cregan 

9.  The  Transitional  1858  Half  Dollar  3 

by  David  Lange 

10.  The  1891  Half  3 

by  Bill  Cregan 

11.  An  Unreported  1847-0  Half  2 

by  James  Pryor 

With  eleven  different  articles  receiving  support  for  the  best  article 
award,  it  is  evident  that  there  are  diverse  interests  and  preferences  with- 
in the  club.  Even  one  vote  for  an  article  indicates  that  it  was  important  to 
at  least  one  reader  and  therefore  a  worthy  contribution  to  the  available 
information  on  Liberty  Seated  coinage.  The  officers  wish  to  thank  all 
those  members  who  took  time  to  contribute  articles  during  the  past  year 
and  we  hope  that  we  will  continue  to  receive  interesting  and  exciting  ar- 
ticles in  the  years  ahead. 
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At  The  ANA,  Boston  1982 


The  Boston  convention  provided  continuing  evidence  of  increased  ac- 
tivity in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series  and  dennonstrated  once  again 
that  an  increase  in  prices  will  bring  out  pieces  long  hidden  away  in 
vaults.  Until  recently  there  were  very  few  dollars  for  sale  at  any  show  and 
those  available  were  usually  of  the  common  dates.  In  Boston  a  variety  of 
dates  were  available  and  more  specimens  on  display  than  I  can  ever  re- 
call. At  one  table  I  saw  a  Good  1873-CC  dollar  with  clean  surfaces  that 
was  a  nice  example  of  this  rare  date.  Another  dealer  featured  an  1871-CC 
and  an  1873-CC  dollar,  both  in  Very  Good  condition  and  prominently  dis- 
played. I  inquired  about  the  pieces  and  he  said  that  he  would  sell  them 
only  as  a  pair.  At  still  another  table  I  saw  a  beautiful  XF  example  of  the 
1873-CC  dollar.  The  1859  and  1860  Philadelphia  dollars  have  not  been 
recognized  rarities  in  the  dollar  series  but  I  have  found  them  all  but  im- 
possible to  locate.  This  year  however  with  an  increase  in  the  price 
structure  these  two  dates  were  available  for  the  first  time  that  I  can 
remember.  I  saw  three  circulated  1859  dollars  and  two  circulated  1860 
dollars.  I  also  saw  a  low  grade  1854,  a  Fine  1855  and  two  average  grade 
1856  pieces. 

In  the  half  dollar  series  examples  of  the  rare  dates  were  also  available. 
I  saw  three  1870-CC  halves  but  all  of  these  were  in  grades  of  good  or 
less.  This  date  seems  to  be  very  difficult  to  locate  in  the  higher  grades 
with  most  of  those  available  well  worn  from  circulation  in  the  early  west. 
There  were  also  two  examples  of  the  1855-S  and  three  1878-CC  halves, 
all  of  these  in  grades  of  Fine  or  less.  The  nicest  piece  that  I  saw  in  the 
quarter  series  was  a  magnificent  XF  1870-CC  with  beautiful  lustre  and 
sharp  fields.  This  was  the  best  example  of  this  rarity  that  I  had  seen  in 
several  years.  I  saw  two  low  grade  1849-0  quarters  and  two  1842-0  Small 
Date  quarters  and  more  than  the  usual  selection  of  1871-CC,  1872-CC  and 
1873-CC  quarters.  In  the  dime  series  I  saw  two  examples  of  the  1860-0 
date  and  two  1863  pieces,  an  1865  and  a  nice  VF  1885-S.  The  best  piece 
that  I  saw  in  the  half  dime  series  was  a  VF  1864  with  nice  clear  fields 
and  pretty  toning.  The  1864  half  dime  is  very  rare  and  usually  comes  un- 
circulated when  available  as  a  business  strike.  Most  of  the  circulated 
specimens  come  in  grades  of  Good  and  Very  Good.  A  high  grade  circu- 
lated specimen  is  all  but  impossible  to  find. 

Overall  I  would  say  that  there  were  more  than  the  usual  number  of  rare 

date  Seated  coins  available  at  the  convention.  While  the  market  has  been 

slow  during  1982  the  Seated  collector  still  has  a  selection  of  pieces 

available  for  his  collection.  I  also  found  that  there  was  still  an  opportunity  to 

purchase  interesting  and  unusual  pieces  in  the  Seated  Series.  Thanks  to 

the  article  by  Jim  Pryor  on  the  1847-0  half  with  recut  date,  I  was  able  to 

find  an  example  of  this  variety  in  VF  condition  at  the  convention.  Once 

again  the  journal  was  instrumental  in  my  efforts  to  build  a  collection  of 

half  dollars  by  variety.  ^  .. 

^         ^  The  Editor 
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SEATED  QUARTERS 

1838     Choice  EF-45,  excellent  strike  &  lustre, 

totally  original   $  170 

1840     VF-20  scarce,  even  wear,  original   65 

184 2-  0  Large  Date  Fine-12  once  cleaned   20 

1843-  0  VF/EF-35  untoned,  attractive   130 

1849     EF-40  original  and  problem  free   115 

1850-O  MS  (60)  fran  Ivy,  University  Park  Sale, 

March  1981,  Lot  #544.  Attractive  light 
gold  toning,  totally  original,  very 

scarce  in  this  high  grade    950 

1851     EF  40/45  attractive  greyish-gold  toning, 

original  and  problon  free    165 

1853-0  Choice  EF-45,  attractive  toning,  excellent 

strike,  scarce  in  this  grade   180 

1854     Choice  VF-30  dark  blue  and  gold  toning, 

well  struck,  original    35 

1856-0  EF-40  original  and  problon  free   90 

1957-0  EF-40  original  and  problem  free   90 

1858     F/VF-15  No  problans    15 


1959-0  MS  (60)  Proof  like.  Frxan  NERCG  Long  Beach  I 
Sale,  June  1981,  Lot  #474.    Full  strike 
except  on  10th  thru  13th  stars.  Lightly 
cleaned  long  ago,  now  with  gray-gold 


toning  atop  reflective  surfaces   520 

1861     EF-40  dark  grey  toning,  nice   50 

1862-S  Choice  AU-55.  Excellent  strike  and  lustre, 

absolutely  original  and  very  rare   850 

1863  VF-30  dark  toning,  original   70 

1864  EF-45  tiny  contact  marks    185 

1864-S  Choice  VF-30  attractive,  totally  original, 

no  problons,  very  scarce   720 


BILL  DAVENPORT 
P.O.  Box  5524    Buena  Park,  CA  90622 
1- (714) -521-1198  LSCC  #558 


1.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  will  meet  ANA  grading  board  stand- 
ards or  a  full  refund  will  be  made.  30  day  unconditional  return  privilege. 

2.  Phone  orders  taken  between  5  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  PST;  please  call  collect. 
Postal  money  orders  and  cashier's  checks  get  immediate  delivery. 
Allow  2  weeks  for  personal  checks  to  clear. 

3.  All  prices  include  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  add  6% 
sales  tax. 
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SEATED  QUARTERS 


1865     Good-6    35 

1868     EF/AU-45+  attractive  toning,  excellent 

strike,  totally  original  with  no  problems  375 

1868-S  EF-40    gold-orange  toning, original   255 

1876     EF-40    45 

1876-  CC  Fine-12    15 

1877-  OC  VF-25    20 

1880     EF/AU-45+  perfect  for  the  grade    365 

1882     MS (60)  only  because  of  sane  scrapes  in  obv 

field,  otherwise  better   420 

1891-S  VF-20    30 


BILL  DAVENPORT 
P.O.  Box  5524    Buena  Park,  CA  90620 
1- (714) -521-1198    LSCC  #558 


Want  lists  solicited.  Buying  seated  quarters; 
collections,  singles.  Write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 


Letters  To  The  Editor 

As  a  Liberty  Seated  dime  specialist  I  am  continually  searching  for  new 
varieties  to  add  to  my  collection.  In  the  last  few  months  I  have  purchased 
three  rare  varieties  which  are  listed  in  the  Encyclopedia  of  United  States 
Liberty  Seated  Dimes  by  Kamal  M.  Ahwash.  I  mention  them  here  for  the 
benefit  of  the  other  collectors  who  may  be  tracking  the  availability  of 
these  coins  since  they  each  have  a  rarity  factor. 

The  first  is  the  1839-0  A-6  variety  with  shattered  reverse  die.  The  coin 
grades  a  strong  fine  with  only  the  faintest  hint  of  a  cleaning  years  ago. 
This  one  is  listed  as  a  low  R-7  in  any  grade.  The  reverse  die  cracks  are  pre- 
cisely as  they  are  pictured  in  the  Encyclopedia. 

Next  is  the  1843  A-2  double  date.  All  four  digits  in  the  date  are  recut 
down  with  the  grade  of  the  coin  going  at  XF-40.  This  one  is  quite  nice 
with  some  golden  toning  and  is  listed  as  R-6  in  circulated  condition  ac- 
cording to  Mr.  Ahwash. 

The  third  coin  is  the  1867-S  A-1  in  Fine-12  listed  as  a  low  R-6  in  all 
grades.  This  coin  shows  even  honest  wear  and  is  a  nice  addition  to  a 
poor  man's  circulated  Seated  dime  set.  I  have  decided  to  remain  with 
Seated  dimes  since  there  is  still  so  much  to  be  found  in  this  intriguing 
series. 

Tony  Frederickson 
LSCC  #464 


Letters  To  The  Editor 

I  would  like  to  pass  along  some  of  my  revised  thoughts  on  Seated  Dol- 
lars since  I  wrote  my  article  on  the  series  that  appeared  in  the  last  issue 
of  the  journal.  First  there  have  been  a  number  of  1861  dollars  which  have 
come  on  the  market  since  the  article  was  written.  I  now  believe  my  prices 
to  be  30%  too  high  on  this  date  in  circulated  grades.  I  have  been  criti- 
cized by  respected  colleagues  for  rating  the  1854  and  1855  as  similar  in 
rarity.  I  would  be  the  first  to  admit  that  the  1854  is  tougher  but  the  article 
doesn't  seem  to  imply  this.  As  time  goes  by  and  I  get  more  feedback, 
I'm  sure  I  will  be  able  to  compile  the  new  information  into  a  revised  rarity 
rating. 

Donald  Vettel 
LSCC  #572 

I  really  enjoyed  Bill  Cregan's  article  on  the  1888-S  quarter  in  the  last 
issue  of  the  journal.  Although  I've  never  made  a  specialty  out  of  the 
quarters  I've  always  had  a  sort  of  affection  for  the  1888-S.  It  seems  to  be 
a  very  lonely  issue  that  just  begs  for  one's  friendship  with  no  other  mint- 
marked  quarters  immediately  preceeding  or  following  it.  This  makes  one 
wonder  as  to  the  why  of  its  very  existence.  Those  three  eights  in  a  row 
plus  the  S  mintmark  give  this  date  a  peculiar  charm.  I  have  to  go  along 
with  Bill  when  he  says  that  the  1888-S  is  very  difficult  to  locate  in  CHOICE 
circulated  grades.  I  walked  many  bourse  floors  in  search  of  a  nice  full 
rimmed  piece  before  finally  coming  across  an  original  toned  XF-45  at  a 
recent  show.  Every  other  circulated  1888-S  that  I  can  recall  seeing  lacked 
a  full  rim  on  the  reverse  even  with  obverse  grades  as  high  as  VF.  Bill's 
article  confirms  something  I've  believed  for  a  long  time.  The  1888-S 
quarter  is  a  very  underrated  issue  not  only  in  terms  of  scarcity  in  choice 
circulated  grades  but  from  a  historical  perspective  as  well. 

Jim  Skwarek 
LSCC  #217 


WANTED 


IN 

V.R  to  E.F. 

PROBLEM  FREE  COINS  ONLY 
Write —  wit;h  Your  Best;  Price 

EDIDIE  RANDELL 

the  "CollectoHa  Choice" 

25  E.  HINSDALE  AVE.  A.N.A. 
HINSDALE.  ILL.  60521  LSOC  #324 
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After  reading  Bill  Cregan's  article  in  Issue  #21  on  the  1890-S  dime,  I  set 
out  to  locate  pieces  of  this  date.  So  far  I  have  acquired  7  ranging  from 
G/VG  through  UNC.  None  of  these  are  the  S  over  S  variety.  After  reading 
the  hard  bound  volume  I  was  able  to  locate  the  1891  two  tailed  9  in  About 
Uncirculated  condition.  I  also  feel  fortunate  to  have  located  an  1862  dime 
in  XF+  condition  while  on  a  recent  business  trip  in  Florida.  I  didn't 
realize  it  at  the  time  but  this  coin  turned  out  to  be  an  1862  A-6  with  die 
gouge  between  the  N  and  E  in  ONE  on  the  reverse.  I  paid  $20  for  this 


com. 


Al  BIythe 
LSCC  #579 


numismatic 
portfolios 

P.O.  box  9091  •  bakersfield,  California  93389 
(805)831-1211 

A  specialist  in  l  iberty  Seated  coinage  since  1972 
Donald  J.  Vettel    ANA  #R-97048    LSCC  #572 

SEATED  HALVES  AND  DOLLARS  FOR  SALE: 

50$ 

1853        XF-40;  choice  and  original;  lovely  toning  $180 

1856         AU-55;  full  luster  and  very  close  to  mint  state  $125 

1870         VF-30/35;  choice  and  original  $  50 

1872        VF-30/35;  choice  and  original  $  50 

1874-S      XF-40  harshly  cleaned  but  attractively  retoned  $  90 

1876        AU-50  +  very  sharp  and  close  to  full  luster  $  95 

$1: 

1840         XF-40/45  attractive  with  some  reverse  luster  $375 

1842        XF-45;  reverse  close  to  All;  minor  obv.  defect  $210 

1849        XF-40;  cleaned  but  attractively  retoned  $275 

1869  XF-40;  very  underrated;  some  bagmarks  $275 

1870  AU-50  or  very  close;  very  lusterous  $375 

1870-CC    F-15/VF-30  average  strike  and  surfaces  $475 

1872-CC    VG-10/F-15  original  and  exceptionally  choice  $850 

TERMS  OF  SALE: 


1.  All  coins  guaranteed  genuine  and  will  meet  ANA  grading  board  stand- 
ards or  a  full  refund  will  be  made.  100  day  unconditional  return  privilege. 

2.  Phone  orders  taken  between  5  p.m.  and  9  p.m.  PST;  please  call  collect. 
Approval  sales  to  regular  customers  only.  Postal  money  orders  and  cash- 
ier's checks  get  immediate  delivery.  Allow  2  weeks  for  personal  checks 
to  clear. 

3.  All  prices  include  postage  and  insurance.  California  residents  add  6% 
sales  tax. 
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Treasurer's  Report 
1981  -  1982 


Beginning  Balance  -  July  16, 1981  519.20 
Receipts: 

New  Members   703.50 

Renewal  Memberships   1922.00 

Advertising   755.00 

Magazine  Sales   74.50 

Donations   38.00 

Interest  Income   90.66 

Member's  Refund  on  Postage   2.07  3585.75 

Total  Available  4104.93 

Disbursements: 

Printing  Expense   2030.96 

Postage  and  Office  Expenses   1115.46 

ANA  Membership   15.00 

Electricity  and  Case  Rental  for 

M.A.N.E.  Coin  Show   32.00 

Interest  Income  Correction   -98 

Uncollectible  Check   30.00  3224.40 

Cash  Balance  -  July  22,  1982  880.53 


Jim  Skwarek 

Sec./Treas.  LSCC 
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U.  S.  COINS 
TOP  QUALITY 
TOP  RARITY 

BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

WRITE  FOR  QUOTES 
COMMISSIONS  EXECUTED 
AT  MOST 
MAJOR  AUCTIONS  -  5%  FEE 


JULIAN  LEIDMAN 

8439  GEORGIA  AVE. 
SILVER  SPRING,  MD.  20910 

TEL.  301  -  585-8467 


"SPECIALIZING" 

IN 

LIBERTY  SEATED 
HALF-DIMES 

DIMES 
QUARTERS 


BY  DATE,  VARIETY  &  GRADE 

Want  Lists  Solicited. 
Buying  all  "Rare  Coins"  in  my  field. 
Call,  write  or  send  for  realistic  offer. 

KAMAL  M.  AHWASH 

"Knowledge  Through  Research" 
Numismatist 

LM-ANA-1541 
PNG-ANS-LSCC-PAST-PRES 
1 -(2 15)872-4936 

112  S.  Jackson  St.  •  Box  422  •  Media,  Penna  19063 


